Surgical options for short bowel syndrome.
Most children with short bowel syndrome experience spontaneous small bowel adaptation over time. This allows the majority to be weaned from parenteral nutrition. There are, however, some children who cannot be weaned and are potential candidates for techniques to promote intestinal adaptation and intestinal lengthening. Here, surgical therapeutic options are described, literature reviewed, and reported results evaluated. Surgical procedures for children with short bowel syndrome have high complication and failure rates, but in most cases are a less invasive option than intestinal transplantation.